Teens tackle stereotypes
United Way
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Chris Mui v L7, vanls to
make It pedier iv cYear he's
nice guy'.

Me's happy with his lfe,
looks forward to the f(uture,
loves his parents, values his
good friends and says he
wouldn't hurt a fly

But when he telis people be
doesn’t belleve in a supreme
being — thut he's an athessl -
he's often mistaken for the dev.
il himeeli.

“When | tell people | dan
believe in God sometimes tey
automatically conclude  that
I'm a Satan worshipper,™ he
sald with a big smile. “Bul the
truth of the matter is that |
dont believe in the devl,
either.”

Marquis Is just one of the
many teenagers wiha teok pagn

in the recent Youth for Youth.

Conference organized by the
Halton Multicultural Council -
a United Wy agency ~— that, in
part, studied negative stereo.
typing and ways 1o combal it
Held at the Halton Region

administrative  headguarters,
gtuel=mie fram about  pine
sLacc!s in Burlington and Oak-
ville wpant the day exnmining
many of the “isms" such as rac-
ism, sexism and ageism,

Marquis taok part in a work:
shop where people were on-
couraged 1o talk about the ste-
reutypes  alfecting them that
Justworn't go oway

For example, & group of Chr-
nese studenls ot the dudience
kg that they “aren'y all good
A math” nor are they all quict
aml submisgjve.

A growp of Easl Indinns sacl
they are fed wp with leing
called “Pakis” and they all don’t
own orwork in dollar stores.

About eqght male studernts
told the audience thal not all
mon are abusive toward wom-
en and that although SR per
cent of all rapists may be male,
that doesn't mean Y8 per cent
of all men are polentinl rapists.

And a solitary gay male slood

up and wanted it made clear
that not avery homaosexual minn
o baoy  displays  [eminine
charactenstics.

"Lverybody has heard the
stereotypes, hut this s an exer-
cise that allows the minorities
to respond,” sald Sophia Mak-
ridis, acting managing drector
of the Halton Mulicallural
Council. “These students are
leaders and hopefully they wall
bring back to their schools ev.
eryibung they lenmed today
They 'l be encouraged ta orga-
nize similar workshops they
panticipated 10 here and bring
them hack 1o their schools.”

The Halton Multicullural
Council has been  operating
since [AT9 and was crested 1o
deliver mullilingual seraces to
the region, including belping
immigrants and refugees inte-
grate into the commuanity. It al-
s0 attempts to develop commu-
nity  education programs  to
increase general awarensss of
the needs of wimigerants and
refugees and 1o facilitate cross-
cultural  commumcation and
uniderstanding.

2001- Halton Multicultural Council organized

| the Youth for Youth Conference in part wth the
United Way the conference examined many
“isms” including racism, sexism and ageism.

| | Multicultural Gouncil




